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YOU SHOULD USE SYMPHONY CMS, RIGHT

NOW.

I’m	
  a	
  web	
  content	
  management	
  junkie.	
  Over	
  the	
  years	
  I’ve	
  used
Textpattern,	
  ExpressionEngine,	
  Drupal,	
  and	
  WordPress,	
  but	
  none
have	
  fit	
  my	
  fancy	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  my	
  recent	
  love,	
  Symphony.

Symphony	
  is	
  a	
  beautifully	
  minimal	
  PHP+MySQL-­‐based	
  CMS	
  that
uses	
  XML	
  as	
  its	
  backbone.	
  More	
  on	
  that	
  in	
  a	
  minute.

More	
  than	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  other	
  systems	
  I	
  mentioned,	
  possibly	
  excepting
Drupal,	
  Symphony’s	
  learning	
  curve	
  is	
  rather	
  steep.	
  For	
  starters,
Symphony’s	
  developers	
  treat	
  the	
  system	
  like	
  a	
  blank	
  notebook	
  —
after	
  installation,	
  almost	
  nothing	
  is	
  preconfigured	
  at	
  all.	
  (They	
  offer
bespoke	
  “Ensembles,”	
  which	
  are	
  basically	
  sample	
  sites	
  you	
  can
install	
  as	
  a	
  starting	
  point.)	
  You	
  can	
  build	
  a	
  WordPress	
  blog	
  in
roughly	
  12	
  seconds,	
  but	
  making	
  a	
  Symphony	
  site	
  takes	
  a	
  substantial
amount	
  of	
  forethought.

Compounding	
  the	
  problem	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  administrative	
  nomenclature
is	
  somewhat	
  obscure	
  —	
  what’s	
  a	
  Data	
  Source?	
  An	
  Event?	
  A	
  Utility?
How	
  do	
  these	
  relate	
  to	
  Pages	
  and	
  Sections?	
  Fortunately,	
  the
documentation	
  is	
  improving,	
  and	
  the	
  developers	
  are	
  set	
  to	
  make
some	
  valuable	
  interface/conceptual	
  improvements	
  in	
  the	
  upcoming
version	
  2.1.

Furthermore,	
  there’s	
  that	
  whole	
  templating/theming	
  issue.
Symphony	
  uses	
  XSLT	
  to	
  transform	
  its	
  self-­‐generated	
  XML	
  into
standard	
  HTML	
  that	
  gets	
  displayed	
  by	
  the	
  browser.	
  This	
  is	
  a
significant	
  difference	
  from	
  the	
  template	
  tags	
  approach
(ExpressionEngine,	
  Textpattern)	
  or	
  the	
  direct-­‐PHP	
  hooks	
  approach
(Drupal,	
  WordPress)	
  that	
  you	
  might	
  be	
  used	
  to.	
  XSLT	
  is	
  highly
powerful	
  but	
  it’s	
  not	
  particularly	
  commonplace.	
  The	
  XSLT
requirement	
  may	
  continue	
  to	
  relegate	
  Symphony	
  to	
  niche	
  status
since	
  people	
  may	
  be	
  averse	
  to	
  learning	
  it,	
  but	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  bummer,
because	
  it’s	
  more	
  standardized	
  (it’s	
  a	
  W3C	
  spec)	
  than	
  any	
  of	
  the
other	
  system-­‐specific	
  approaches,	
  and	
  it’s	
  great	
  once	
  you	
  learn	
  it.

You	
  might	
  be	
  thinking,	
  OK,	
  this	
  sounds	
  hard,	
  why	
  would	
  I	
  use
Symphony?	
  The	
  answer	
  is	
  that,	
  unlike	
  any	
  other	
  CMS	
  I	
  have	
  tried,	
  it
lives	
  and	
  breathes	
  the	
  native	
  tongue	
  of	
  the	
  semantic	
  web:	
  XML.
Increasingly,	
  my	
  online	
  life	
  is	
  divided	
  into	
  many	
  buckets:	
  Twitter,
Flickr,	
  Delicious,	
  and	
  so	
  on.	
  I	
  don’t	
  own	
  my	
  content	
  anymore.
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BUILDING A SITE WITH SYMPHONY CMS,

PART 2
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Before	
  we	
  begin,	
  please	
  note	
  that	
  since	
  our	
  last	
  post,	
  Symphony	
  has

been	
  updated	
  to	
  version	
  2.1.0.	
  You	
  may	
  want	
  to	
  update	
  your

installation.
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Symphony's	
  Really	
  Excellent	
  Default	
  Sections™

As	
  you	
  can	
  see,	
  there	
  are	
  several	
  pre-­‐made	
  Sections	
  here.	
  The	
  ones
we	
  care	
  about	
  are	
  Articles,	
  Categories,	
  and	
  Images.	
  You	
  can	
  opt	
  to
use	
  Comments,	
  too,	
  but	
  I’m	
  excluding	
  that	
  for	
  now.

Click	
  on	
  the	
  Articles	
  link.



Fields	
  in	
  the	
  Articles	
  Projects	
  Section

There	
  are	
  five	
  fields	
  in	
  the	
  Articles	
  section:	
  Title,	
  Body,	
  Date,
Categories,	
  and	
  Publish.	
  Conveniently,	
  these	
  are	
  the	
  essentials	
  for
our	
  portfolio	
  (except	
  for	
  Images	
  —	
  more	
  on	
  that	
  in	
  a	
  minute.)

There	
  are	
  lots	
  of	
  options	
  in	
  the	
  Section	
  editor,	
  but	
  we	
  can	
  mostly
ignore	
  them	
  at	
  the	
  moment	
  —	
  full	
  details	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  Symphony
Concepts	
  Guide.	
  Note	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  drag	
  and	
  drop	
  a	
  field	
  to	
  reorder
it,	
  and	
  you	
  can	
  add	
  fields	
  at	
  the	
  bottom	
  of	
  the	
  page	
  (click	
  on	
  the
Text	
  Input	
  menu	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  field	
  types,	
  and	
  Add	
  item	
  to	
  add	
  it.)

There	
  is	
  only	
  one	
  change	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  make	
  in	
  the	
  Articles	
  section:
rename	
  the	
  whole	
  section	
  to	
  Projects.	
  Do	
  this	
  and	
  Save.



Now	
  go	
  to	
  Blueprints	
  >	
  Sections	
  and	
  select	
  Images.

Images	
  is	
  linked	
  to	
  Projects	
  using	
  a	
  Select	
  Box	
  Link	
  field.	
  This	
  allows
us	
  to	
  upload	
  as	
  many	
  images	
  as	
  we	
  want	
  and	
  have	
  them	
  associated
to	
  a	
  project	
  in	
  our	
  portfolio.	
  (Database	
  geeks	
  or	
  people	
  with	
  lots	
  of
kids	
  might	
  call	
  this	
  a	
  “one-­‐to-­‐many”	
  relationship.)

This	
  link	
  field	
  was	
  originally	
  named	
  “Article”	
  but	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  rename
it	
  “Project”:

Renaming	
  the	
  Select	
  Box	
  Link	
  field

With	
  that	
  done,	
  let’s	
  add	
  one	
  more	
  field,	
  called	
  Type.	
  This	
  will	
  be	
  a
Select	
  Box	
  field	
  with	
  two	
  options,	
  Thumbnail	
  and	
  Primary,	
  allowing
us	
  to	
  designate	
  which	
  images	
  should	
  be	
  used	
  for	
  different	
  purposes.

Note:	
  Symphony	
  has	
  an	
  extension	
  called	
  Just	
  In	
  Time	
  (JIT)	
  Image

Manipulation	
  which	
  can	
  transform	
  (crop	
  or	
  resize)	
  images	
  on	
  the	
  fly;

you	
  may	
  prefer	
  this	
  for	
  your	
  thumbnail	
  purposes.	
  Personally,	
  I’m	
  a

control	
  freak	
  and	
  enjoy	
  doing	
  my	
  cropping	
  and	
  resizing	
  offline.

To	
  add	
  the	
  field,	
  choose	
  Select	
  Box	
  in	
  the	
  Field	
  Type	
  menu	
  at	
  the
bottom	
  of	
  the	
  page,	
  and	
  click	
  Add	
  Item.	
  Enter	
  Type	
  in	
  the	
  Label
field	
  and	
  put	
  the	
  two	
  options	
  in	
  the	
  Static	
  Options	
  box	
  (separated
with	
  a	
  comma.)

Typin'	
  in	
  Image	
  Types

While	
  we’re	
  here,	
  if	
  you	
  think	
  you’ll	
  be	
  uploading	
  a	
  ton	
  of	
  images,
you	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  “unhide”	
  this	
  section	
  by	
  unchecking	
  this	
  box	
  at
the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  page:



Show	
  yourself,	
  Images!

now	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  directly	
  select	
  the	
  Images	
  section	
  in	
  the
Content	
  menu.	
  Save	
  your	
  changes.

With	
  the	
  section	
  setup	
  done,	
  let’s	
  look	
  at	
  our	
  actual	
  content.	
  First,
let’s	
  define	
  some	
  categories	
  for	
  our	
  portfolio	
  projects.	
  Go	
  to	
  Content
>	
  Categories.

Removing	
  the	
  default	
  Category	
  entries

Hey,	
  who	
  put	
  those	
  generic	
  Categories	
  here?	
  Oh	
  right,	
  the
developers	
  of	
  this	
  fine	
  demo	
  workspace.	
  Despite	
  their	
  quality	
  work,
we	
  don’t	
  need	
  the	
  sample	
  entries,	
  so	
  click	
  on	
  each	
  one	
  and	
  choose
With	
  Selected	
  >	
  Delete.	
  Apply	
  the	
  change.

Let’s	
  make	
  some	
  actually	
  useful	
  categories.	
  Using	
  the	
  Create	
  New
button,	
  create	
  categories	
  called	
  Web,	
  Print,	
  and	
  Miscellaneous.

Categorically	
  Accurate

Looking	
  good!	
  Time	
  to	
  create	
  some	
  projects.	
  Go	
  to	
  Content	
  >
Projects,	
  and	
  once	
  again	
  delete	
  the	
  sample	
  items	
  in	
  this	
  section,	
  then
create	
  some	
  dummy	
  projects	
  (or	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  real	
  ones,	
  go	
  for	
  it.)	
  Be
sure	
  to	
  add	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  project	
  in	
  each	
  category.



The	
  Best	
  Web	
  Site	
  Ever

When	
  you’re	
  done,	
  go	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  main	
  Projects	
  view	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  look
at	
  your	
  work.

Our	
  sample	
  portfolio.	
  Don't	
  expect	
  any	
  job	
  offers	
  yet.

Now	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  add	
  some	
  images	
  to	
  these	
  projects.	
  There	
  are	
  two
ways	
  to	
  do	
  this:	
  either	
  click	
  on	
  the	
  “0	
  →”	
  for	
  a	
  Project,	
  or	
  go	
  to
Content	
  >	
  Images.

Gone	
  Image	
  Uploadin'
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different	
  ways	
  depending	
  on	
  what	
  you	
  need.	
  You	
  can	
  easily	
  set
up	
  all	
  of	
  your	
  sections	
  and	
  have	
  each	
  entry	
  in	
  that	
  section	
  be	
  a
new	
  page.	
  If	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  nest	
  them,	
  then	
  use	
  the	
  select	
  box	
  link
field	
  and	
  use	
  it	
  to	
  choose	
  the	
  parent	
  page.	
  The	
  hard	
  part	
  will	
  be
writing	
  the	
  XSLT	
  and	
  pulling	
  the	
  right	
  data	
  to	
  build	
  your
dynamic	
  navigation.

The	
  point	
  is,	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  both	
  have	
  different	
  ways	
  we	
  want	
  to
incorporate	
  “pages.”	
  The	
  Symphony	
  core	
  CMS	
  will	
  not	
  ever
assume	
  one	
  way	
  or	
  another.	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  built	
  to	
  be	
  lean	
  and
only	
  contain	
  the	
  parts	
  every	
  site	
  needs.	
  Extra,	
  specific,
functionality	
  is	
  added	
  with	
  extensions.

In	
  the	
  end,	
  there	
  isn’t	
  one	
  CMS	
  that	
  will	
  do	
  everything.	
  You
have	
  to	
  pick	
  the	
  right	
  tool	
  for	
  the	
  job.	
  If	
  your	
  client	
  has	
  creating
and	
  organizing	
  the	
  site’s	
  pages	
  as	
  a	
  high	
  priority,	
  Symphony	
  is
not	
  the	
  right	
  CMS	
  for	
  that	
  job.

@David:	
  thanks	
  for	
  your	
  comments!

Regarding	
  the	
  treatment	
  for	
  images,	
  there	
  are	
  surely	
  other	
  ways
to	
  do	
  it	
  depending	
  on	
  your	
  needs	
  (Mediathek	
  being	
  one	
  of
them.)

In	
  this	
  case,	
  I	
  went	
  with	
  the	
  linked	
  sections	
  for	
  two	
  reasons:	
  1)
it’s	
  easy,	
  as	
  it	
  reuses	
  the	
  demo	
  workspace,	
  and	
  2)	
  treating
images	
  as	
  entries	
  allows	
  you	
  to	
  arrange	
  them	
  programmatically
in	
  the	
  site	
  template.	
  This	
  will	
  become	
  much	
  more	
  clear	
  in	
  part
3.	
  For	
  the	
  record,	
  I	
  would	
  probably	
  do	
  things	
  a	
  little	
  differently
if	
  we	
  were	
  building	
  a	
  blog	
  (with	
  embedded	
  images	
  in	
  articles)
instead	
  of	
  a	
  portfolio	
  site.	
  If	
  you’ve	
  ever	
  used	
  Drupal,	
  there	
  is	
  a
similar	
  issue	
  as	
  to	
  whether	
  you	
  treat	
  images	
  as	
  Nodes	
  or	
  as
embedded	
  content.

About	
  static	
  pages	
  —	
  that	
  really	
  is	
  a	
  whole	
  post	
  in	
  itself!	
  I’ve
never	
  attempted	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Symphony	
  site	
  that	
  required	
  a
significant	
  number	
  of	
  pages	
  or	
  a	
  complex	
  hierarchy	
  of	
  pages,
and	
  for	
  now,	
  I	
  probably	
  wouldn’t	
  attempt	
  it.	
  As	
  Josh	
  said,	
  it
currently	
  isn’t	
  the	
  best	
  tool	
  for	
  such	
  a	
  task,	
  though	
  I	
  believe
there	
  are	
  several	
  developers	
  working	
  on	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  extensions	
  that
would	
  provide	
  this	
  functionality	
  —	
  some	
  of	
  which	
  is	
  already
available.

Jonas	
  wrote:
Aug	
  1,	
  2010	
  at	
  6:27	
  pm

(Edit)

@Josh	
  –	
  the	
  method	
  for	
  cron-­‐tasked	
  XML	
  Importer	
  I’m	
  currently
using	
  is	
  as	
  follows:

1)	
  Set	
  up	
  a	
  new	
  Symphony	
  author	
  that	
  will	
  act	
  as	
  a	
  robot
account.	
  When	
  you	
  do	
  this,	
  check	
  the	
  “Allow	
  remote	
  login	
  via…”
box	
  and	
  make	
  note	
  of	
  the	
  random	
  numerical	
  string	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of
the	
  URL.

2)	
  In	
  your	
  host’s	
  crontab,	
  use	
  a	
  command	
  like	
  so:

curl
http://yoursite.com/symphony/extension/xmlimporter/importers/run/tweets/?
auth-­‐token=1234a5b6	
  >/dev/null	
  2>&1

where	
  the	
  auth-­‐token	
  is	
  the	
  piece	
  from	
  the	
  URL	
  in	
  step	
  1,	
  and
“tweets”	
  is	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  your	
  importer.

You	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  a	
  little	
  nicer	
  by	
  using	
  the	
  Shell	
  and	
  Cron

Jonas	
  wrote:
Aug	
  1,	
  2010	
  at	
  6:34	
  pm

(Edit)



extensions	
  as	
  outlined	
  in	
  this	
  post,	
  but	
  the	
  method	
  above	
  has
been	
  working	
  fine	
  for	
  me.

@Jonas,	
  @Josh	
  thanks	
  for	
  the	
  reply.	
  I	
  understand	
  Symphony	
  is
not	
  page-­‐based	
  and	
  I’ve	
  already	
  mentioned	
  it’s	
  often	
  preferable
to	
  define	
  a	
  proper	
  IA/site	
  structure	
  in	
  advance.

However,	
  I	
  believe	
  it	
  is	
  seen	
  as	
  a	
  must-­‐have	
  for	
  many
editors/clients,	
  even	
  if	
  they	
  happen	
  never	
  to	
  create	
  new	
  pages.

http://symphony-­‐cms.com/discuss/thread/47932/

Anyway,	
  even	
  though	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  Symphony’s	
  main	
  focus,	
  I	
  believe
it	
  would	
  be	
  very	
  beneficial	
  to	
  its	
  adoption	
  to	
  add	
  this	
  (‘trivial’)
functionality.

I’ll	
  keep	
  an	
  eye	
  out	
  for	
  extensions	
  such	
  as	
  Page	
  Prototypes	
  etc.

Re:	
  the	
  linking	
  of	
  articles	
  with	
  images.	
  It’s	
  clear	
  it’s	
  often
preferable	
  to	
  have	
  images-­‐as-­‐entries.	
  My	
  main	
  question	
  here
was,	
  however,	
  why	
  define	
  an	
  ‘articles’	
  Link	
  in	
  images	
  and	
  not
the	
  other	
  way	
  around?

Personally,	
  I	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  chosen	
  to	
  base	
  this	
  tutorial	
  on	
  the
installed	
  Ensemble	
  but	
  on	
  a	
  complete	
  blank	
  Symphony	
  install.
Maybe	
  you	
  would,	
  in	
  that	
  case,	
  choose	
  an	
  even	
  simpler	
  site,	
  but
this	
  would	
  have	
  given	
  you	
  the	
  freedom	
  to	
  build	
  what	
  you	
  want,
the	
  way	
  you	
  want	
  it,	
  and	
  it	
  would	
  probably	
  have	
  given	
  us	
  a	
  bit
more	
  insight	
  into	
  Symphony.

Anyway,	
  thanks	
  again:	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  your
tutorials!

David	
  Hund	
  wrote:
Aug	
  2,	
  2010	
  at	
  5:28	
  am

(Edit)

Agreed	
  about	
  pages.	
  Wolf,	
  Concrete5,	
  and	
  ExpressionEngine
(with	
  Structure	
  extension)	
  handle	
  this	
  pretty	
  gracefully,	
  and	
  I’d
love	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  similar	
  implementation	
  in	
  Symphony.

Re:	
  images:	
  the	
  reason	
  to	
  link	
  images	
  to	
  articles,	
  and	
  not	
  vice-­‐
versa,	
  is	
  that	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  allow	
  multiple	
  images	
  to	
  be	
  associated
with	
  a	
  single	
  article,	
  not	
  multiple	
  articles	
  associated	
  with	
  a
single	
  image.

As	
  to	
  whether	
  to	
  use	
  ensembles	
  or	
  not…I	
  considered	
  starting
with	
  a	
  blank	
  installation,	
  but	
  the	
  default	
  workspace	
  provides	
  a
fair	
  bit	
  of	
  functionality	
  that	
  is	
  beneficial	
  for	
  a	
  beginner,
particularly	
  with	
  regards	
  to	
  XSLT	
  templates	
  and	
  utilities	
  that	
  are
preloaded.

My	
  goal	
  with	
  this	
  series	
  was	
  to	
  produce	
  a	
  functional	
  website
with	
  the	
  least	
  work	
  possible,	
  and	
  using	
  the	
  default	
  workspace
helps	
  get	
  you	
  there	
  a	
  little	
  faster.	
  But	
  you	
  could	
  certainly	
  do	
  it
leaner	
  and	
  meaner	
  without	
  the	
  workspace,	
  once	
  you	
  have	
  some
experience	
  using	
  the	
  system.

Jonas	
  wrote:
Aug	
  2,	
  2010	
  at	
  5:47	
  am

(Edit)

I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  several	
  extensions	
  that	
  adds	
  support	
  for
building/nesting	
  pages	
  as	
  well.	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  few,	
  but	
  this	
  is
certainly	
  an	
  area	
  that	
  could	
  use	
  some	
  more	
  options.

The	
  linking	
  images	
  to	
  entries	
  is	
  a	
  little	
  bit	
  hard	
  to	
  grasp,	
  but	
  the
fact	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  link	
  content	
  like	
  this	
  is	
  what	
  makes	
  Symphony
so	
  powerful.	
  Not	
  many	
  CMSs	
  do	
  that.

Josh	
  N.	
  wrote:
Aug	
  3,	
  2010	
  at	
  8:03	
  pm

(Edit)



At	
  the	
  Symphony	
  Meetup,	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  presentation	
  that	
  showed
how	
  Airlock	
  creates	
  a	
  front-­‐end	
  editing	
  UI	
  to	
  make	
  it	
  easier	
  for
clients	
  to	
  add	
  complex	
  content	
  to	
  pages.	
  The	
  admin	
  area	
  can
quickly	
  get	
  out	
  of	
  hand	
  when	
  you	
  start	
  linking	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  content.
It’s	
  worth	
  a	
  read	
  and	
  might	
  give	
  you	
  some	
  ideas:
http://symphony-­‐cms.com/discuss/thread/39550/10/#position-­‐
197

Thanks	
  for	
  these	
  brilliant	
  tutorials	
  to	
  an	
  exciting	
  CMS,	
  I’ve
found	
  them	
  very	
  useful.	
  Can	
  I	
  expect	
  the	
  third	
  part	
  soon?

�
�ƒ�• �‹�‡	
  wrote:
Aug	
  17,	
  2010	
  at	
  7:22	
  am

(Edit)

Hi	
  Jamie,	
  part	
  3	
  will	
  be	
  up	
  within	
  the	
  next	
  week	
  or	
  so.	
  Thanks
for	
  reading!

�
�‘�•�ƒ�•	
  wrote:
Aug	
  17,	
  2010	
  at	
  8:58	
  am

(Edit)

Eagerly	
  awaiting	
  part	
  3!

I’m	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  redesigning	
  my	
  portfolio	
  in	
  Symphony,	
  so
far	
  going	
  well.	
  Hoping	
  to	
  pick	
  up	
  some	
  good	
  practice	
  and	
  tips
from	
  this	
  series	
  of	
  tutorials!

�� �ƒ�”�•	
  wrote:
Aug	
  23,	
  2010	
  at	
  11:49	
  am

(Edit)

Sorry	
  all,	
  part	
  3	
  has	
  gotten	
  delayed	
  a	
  bit	
  —	
  coming	
  soon!�
�‘�•�ƒ�•	
  wrote:
Aug	
  23,	
  2010	
  at	
  12:12	
  pm

(Edit)

Thanks	
  for	
  this	
  tutorial	
  series,	
  this	
  was	
  my	
  first	
  intro	
  to
Symphony	
  and	
  it	
  all	
  went	
  quite	
  nicely…	
  until…

When	
  I	
  go	
  to	
  XML	
  Importers	
  >	
  Run,	
  I	
  get	
  the	
  following	
  error:
Import	
  Failed
No	
  entries	
  to	
  import.

I	
  have	
  followed	
  the	
  tutorial	
  to	
  the	
  letter,	
  except	
  that	
  I	
  used	
  the
provided	
  user_id	
  rather	
  than	
  specifying	
  my	
  own	
  (I	
  don’t	
  have	
  a
twitter	
  account).	
  I	
  can’t	
  image	
  this	
  would	
  make	
  any	
  difference
though	
  as	
  I	
  can	
  access	
  the	
  feed	
  via
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline.xml?
user_id=16454301&count=50.

The	
  only	
  possible	
  idea	
  I	
  have	
  is	
  that	
  there	
  appears	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  bug,
when	
  I	
  go	
  to	
  edit	
  the	
  Tweets	
  XML	
  Importer,	
  the	
  “Automatically
discover	
  namespaces”	
  option	
  is	
  unchecked,	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  appear	
  to
be	
  remembering	
  this	
  preference.

Thoughts?

P.S.	
  Looking	
  forward	
  to	
  part	
  3!

���–�‡� �̃‡	
  wrote:
Nov	
  6,	
  2010	
  at	
  12:32	
  am

(Edit)

just	
  a	
  quick	
  follow-­‐up	
  –	
  I	
  tried	
  out	
  the	
  XML	
  Importer	
  on	
  a
WordPress	
  RSS	
  feed	
  I	
  had	
  handy,	
  I	
  saw	
  how	
  the	
  namespaces	
  are
supposed	
  to	
  work,	
  and	
  the	
  import	
  was	
  then	
  successful.

I	
  think	
  I	
  can	
  narrow	
  the	
  issue	
  down	
  just	
  to	
  detecting	
  the
namespaces	
  on	
  the	
  twitter	
  feed,	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  work	
  for	
  me.

���–�‡� �̃‡	
  wrote:
Nov	
  6,	
  2010	
  at	
  12:57	
  am

(Edit)

[...]	
  budding	
  Symphonists,	
  and	
  welcome	
  to	
  the	
  long-­‐delayed	
  part	
  3	
  of	
  our
tutorial	
  series!	
  In	
  the	
  last	
  episode,	
  we	
  did	
  some	
  relatively	
  mundane	
  work
prepping	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  our	
  portfolio	
  website.	
  Part	
  [...]

�� �—�‹�Ž�†�‹�•�‰���ƒ���•�‹�–�‡���™�‹�–�Š
���›�• �’�Š�‘�•�›���� �� ���á���� �ƒ�”�–
�c�������� �‘�…�•�‡�–�	�‘�‘	
  wrote:
Apr	
  6,	
  2011	
  at	
  7:42	
  pm

(Edit)



H
BUILDING A SITE WITH SYMPHONY CMS,

PART 3

ello	
  budding	
  Symphonists,	
  and	
  welcome	
  to	
  the	
  long-­‐
delayed	
  part	
  3	
  of	
  our	
  tutorial	
  series!	
  In	
  the	
  last	
  episode,
we	
  did	
  some	
  relatively	
  mundane	
  work	
  prepping	
  the

structure	
  of	
  our	
  portfolio	
  website.	
  Part	
  3��s	
  where	
  we	
  crank	
  up	
  the
fun	
  and	
  dive	
  into	
  Pages,	
  Data	
  Sources,	
  XML,	
  XSLT,	
  and	
  maybe	
  some
other	
  wicked	
  sweet	
  acronyms.	
  Our	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  end	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  site	
  that
looks	
  like	
  this:

Before	
  I	
  move	
  on	
  to	
  the	
  action,	
  just	
  wanted	
  to	
  mention	
  that	
  several
versions	
  of	
  Symphony	
  have	
  been	
  released	
  since	
  I	
  (long	
  ago)	
  began
this	
  series.	
  As	
  of	
  this	
  writing,	
  the	
  current	
  version	
  is	
  2.2.	
  It’s	
  fantastic,
go	
  get	
  it.

GETTING STARTED WITH PAGES AND TEMPLATES
OK,	
  let’s	
  begin	
  by	
  getting	
  our	
  rough	
  template	
  in	
  place.	
  If	
  you’ll
recall,	
  back	
  in	
  part	
  1,	
  we	
  preloaded	
  an	
  XSLT	
  Utility	
  called	
  �Š�–�• �Ž�e�ä�š�•�Ž

(in	
  case	
  you	
  forgot,	
  it’s	
  here.)	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  master	
  template	
  that
gives	
  us	
  a	
  standard	
  HTML5	
  layout	
  marked	
  up	
  in	
  XSLT	
  and	
  ready	
  for
use	
  in	
  Symphony.

So	
  how	
  do	
  you	
  use	
  this	
  thing?	
  Take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  our	
  Symphony	
  pages
by	
  going	
  to	
  Blueprints	
  >	
  Pages.
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